*DESCENDANTS OF ABEL CROMPTON BORN 1753 


by Judy Bradwell 


For an earlier family tree, dating from 1587, and other family history see the 
booklet The Cromptons of Crompton by Elsie Ballard, published 2001 by Crompton 
House School, Rochdale Road, Shaw, Oldham, Lancashire, also the Chronicles of 
Crompton by Mrs Ballard available through Crompton Library. This part of the 
family history is by Judy Bradwell, a direct descendant of Abel Crompton 1753 


A family named de Crompton appears in the Assize Roll of 1245. Court records show 
a Brun de Crompton and Jordan his brother involved in a dispute about a mine or 
quarry on the Saddleworth Crompton border. The same court records show a Robert 
de Crompton involved in a case of cattle rustling. 


Crompton is situated on the Lancashire side of the Pennines. The name is derived 
from an old British word "crumb" meaning bent or crumpled (possibly signifying a 
bend in the local river Beale). A "ton" is an old word for a homestead, hamlet or 
village. Thanks to Elsie Ballard, the family line has been extensively researched, 
though her books do not detail the line of Abel Crompton 1753-1791 as descendants 
of his son James left the parish and settled elsewhere in Lancashire. 


Abraham William Crompton was named after a distant cousin "Captain" Abram 
Crompton 1821-1913. Abraham William Crompton was the grandfather of my 
generation. 


Abel Crompton b 1753 d 1835 of Woodend, Crompton, Lancashire, married 
Margaret Mills on 23 May 1782 at Prestwich. Margaret (IGI) b 1761. Abel was the 
son of Abel Crompton, 1712 to 1791, and Alice Barlow, d 1786. His will says 
“yeoman of Rushcroft, within Crompton” . 


Their children were: 

Alice b 22 September 1783 

Ann b 18 April 1785 

James ch 7 Dec 1788 

Martha b 2 or 4 February 1794 

Abel b 17 August 1800 

Mary b 1803 All christened at Shaw. 

A Sarah Crompton was buried 18 Nov. 1823, aged 33, at Rushcroft. She would have 
been born about 1789/90, and may have been another daughter. 


Alice Crompton married Philip Cocker, 17 June 1807, at St Mary's, Oldham, 
Lancashire. He was the son of Abraham and Ann Cocker. Alice Cocker is mentioned 
in the will of Abel, 1835. Philip Cocker of Laneside bu Shaw 3 June 1822 aged 42. 


Ann Crompton’s daughter Margaret Crompton was born 18 November 1808 and 
baptised Shaw 19 February 1809. Margaret is in Abel’s will; Ann married Joseph 
Hilton and their three sons Abraham Hilton ch Shaw 26 Dec 1819, James Hilton ch 


Shaw 16 June 1822 and John ch 27 Feb 1825 also at Shaw are all mentioned in their 
grandfather’s will. In 1841 Census, Joseph, a farmer, is living in Ashton and Oldham 
Crompton being a sub-registration district; his three sons Abram 20, James 15, and 
John also down as 15 and Margrit Crompton 31 are also living with him. Margaret’s 
age is out by two years but that is nothing unusual. 


Martha Crompton married George Leigh, 21 October 1819, registered Manchester. 
In 1841 they are living in Ancoats, Manchester, with two of their children: - George 
Leigh 45, Martha 48, Mary 17 and William 15. 


Abel Crompton is not listed in his father’s will so presumably he died before his 
father. His death has not been found. 


Mary Crompton is in her father Abel’s will as the mother of Abel Crompton, natural 
son. Lancashire Online Parish Clerks show an Abel Crompton son of Mary 
Crompton and Edmund Taylor was ch 7 May 1826 at Shaw Chapel. An Abel of the 
right age is in Moss Moss (sic) House, Castleton, Lancashire, aged 55. He is a Doctor 
of Medicine (MRCSL LSAL) married to an Ellen Crompton, 46, with a daughter 
Helena May Crompton. Abel’s birthplace is Crompton; Ellen and their daughter’s is 
Rochdale. Abel Crompton married Ellen Shepherd at St Chad’s, Rochdale 11 Sept 
1861. Manchester Royal School of Medicine and Surgery: Distribution of Prizes, 
Certificate of Honour, Abel Crompton, Crompton near Oldham — 3 October 1846, 
Manchester Times and Gazette. (An Edmund Taylor had married an Alice Entwistle 
in 1824. Both listed as of the parish of Oldham, but as married at St Peter’s, Bolton.) 


James Crompton of Rushcroft /Howridings - (AW Crompton family notes) was a 
cotton manufacturer. His marriage has not been traced but one can guess. His son 
Abel Crompton called his first daughter Olivia Middleton, (Middleton was Abel’s 
wife’s maiden name and family surnames occur frequently in the family tree). James 
called his second child Margaret Milne. A Susan Milne, daughter of John and Susan 
Milne, was christened 23 January 1791 at Milnrow - a district of Crompton, as were 
Rushcroft and Howridings, both areas farmed by the Cromptons. Family trees show 
the families were closely related and often intermarried. James is not in the 1851 
census; Susan had died well before the 1841 census and James had remarried. 

James and Susan’s children include: 


Abel ch 9 April 1815 Shaw; d 12 April 1862, also registered in Royton parish 
records for the same date, buried at Chapel-en-le-Frith, married Elizabeth 
Middleton. 

The entry reads: Abel Crompton bapt 9 April 1815, Shaw Chapel, son of 
James Crompton and Susannah, abode Higher Rushcroft, cotton manufacturer, 
baptised by Joseph Horden. Lancashire parish clerks (LPC) 

William b 5 October 1817 — William’s baptism confirms these details, only the abode 
is named as Rushcroft; bu 30 January 1818, aged five months, Shaw Chapel, 
abode Rushcroft, father - cotton manufacturer. (LPC) 

Betty b 23 May 1819, abode Rushcroft - father farmer. 

James Milne - died 23 October 1839 at Oldham Street, Manchester (sub-district of 
Market Street), aged 18 years, James, son of James Crompton of Crompton, 
gentleman. Cause of death: Consumption; informant Abel Crompton, brother, 


grocer, present at death at Oldham Street. Date of birth/baptism not found. It 
may be that he and John Mills were twins. 

John Mills b 22 April 1821 (IGI) father listed as farmer, Rushcroft (LPC) 

Philip b 15 June 1823 d. 18 Sept 1823, aged 4 months, bu Shaw Chapel abode 
Rushcroft; father - gentleman (LPC) 

All are known to be christened at Shaw; their mother is named Susan/Susannah, 
who could have been the Susan Milne mentioned above. (NB James had the Milne 
surname as his second name - from his mother? John had the second name Mills from 
his grandmother.) A Susan/Susannah Crompton from this area is not mentioned in the 
Free BMDs which run from September 1837 so presumably she died before this date. 
The marriage of James and his second wife Rose has not been found either 


How successful was James? The Bankrupt Directory December 1820 to April 1843: 
James Crompton, Rushcroft, Lancashire, fustian manufacturer, 9 December 1826. In 
April 1826 the mill workers in Lancashire had rioted against conditions and pay rates, 
and smashed the power looms in some mills. Some weavers were arrested, sentenced 
to death and finally transported to Australia. If this was the reason for his business 
failure James Crompton was not alone in having difficulties at this time. 


Bankrupts: James Crompton late of Rushcroft, Crompton, Oldham cum Prestwick 
(but now a prisoner in Lancaster Gaol), fustian manufacturer, December — dates 
22,23,24 - ‘at one, at the Star Inn Manchester, Solicitors Messrs Hurd & Johnson, 
King’s Bench Walks, Temple, and Mr J. Boot, 3 Marsden Street, Manchester’ - 
London Gazette 9 December, Morning Chronicle 10 December 1828. 


A second James Crompton of Manchester, a woollen draper, went bankrupt 17 March 
1837, but it is not known if this is James of Rushcroft. James was a common first 
name, with Crompton. In 1839, on the death of his son Abel, James is listed as 
gentleman 


James’s father’s will hands on land and considerable sums of money to the Cocker 
and Hilton families, ie his daughters Alice and Ann. James is left 20 pounds and the 
will (quoted in full below) notes that he has already had his share. Abel, James and 
Betty Crompton each receive a seat in a pew at the “bottom” of Shaw Chapel, as do 
Abraham, James and John Hilton. Mary, Abel’s youngest daughter, inherits the pew 
in the chapel’s gallery, and is also well provided for, as are two illegitimate children 
Margaret and Abel, and Ann’s three sons from her marriage to Joseph Hilton. 


So James Crompton - already provided for - receives 20 pounds. I can find no 
resolution to this charge of bankruptcy or indeed a release from jail. I am assuming 
Abel bailed out his son. 


In the 1841 census, James Crompton, 56, is at Woodend in the Borough of Oldham, 
with his “daughter” Rose, aged 30, born Liverpool, widow; Philip 8, Elizabeth 4; 
Alice 5, Mary 2 are with them. Philip is listed as a son, and the three youngest as 
daughters. It is a sloppy entry. Woodend still stand today. It is now as two houses and 
may always have been but it is a substantial attractive double-storey stone house on 
the edge of Crompton. 


Rose appears to be wrongly marked as daughter/widow. Philip’s birth has not been 
found but an Elizabeth and an Alice Crompton were christened 16 October 1836 - 
perhaps they were twins - at Shaw; parents are listed as James Crompton and Rose, 
indicating they were married. Their oldest son was named Philip, the first Philip, 
from James’s first marriage to Susannah, baptised 15 June 1823, died at five 
months. The 1881 census confirms that Philip was Rose’s son; the first name Philip 
would indicate that James was his father. Philip’s place of birth, Lancaster, from the 
1881 census may indicate his parents were unmarried at the time. 


In the 1881 census Rose Crompton, 70, born Liverpool, widow, is at 285 Shaw Road, 
Oldham, with her are Philip Crompton , 48, son, joiner, born Lancaster, Lancashire; 
Mary A, 42, daughter, weaver, born Crompton; Margaret, 12, granddaughter, born 
Crompton; Mary Jane Fielding, granddaughter, 6, born Oldham. Margaret [Rose] was 
christened 11 April 1869 at Oldham — her mother is named as Mary Ann Crompton. 
A Margaret Crompton marrying a Thomas Peover at Macclesfield in March 1894 
names her father as Richard Rutter 


Abel Crompton and Elizabeth Middleton 


—s Ni NCS ede 
Abel Crompton (above) married 23 March 1838 Elizabeth Middleton (above) ch 26 
November 1815; the marriage was at the Cathedral Parish Church, Manchester, and 
the witnesses were George Middleton and Leah Middleton, Elizabeth’s brother and 
sister. It is worth noting that none of Abel’s family is a witness though they would 
have lived nearby. Abel was then a grocer living at 103 Oldham Road. James 
Crompton, his father, listed as gentleman. 


Derby Mercury 21 March 1838 issue 5515 — on the 12" instant at the Collegiate 
Church [Manchester]Mr Abel Crompton of Manchester to Miss Elizabeth Middleton 
of Chapel en le Frith in this county. 


In the 1841 census Elizabeth, grocer, 25, is at 103 Oldham Street, with their 
daughters: Olivia, 2; Margaret, 9 months; and Joseph Pott, grocer apprentice; 
Richard Middleton 16, grocer journeyman; and Elizabeth Burgess, 19, family servant. 
Abel is at New Road, Crompton, where he is aged 25 and listed as a “tea dealer”. 


James Whitaker, 29, surgeon and apothecary is head of the house, with Sarah Ann 
Whitaker, 22, Ann Schofield, 18, servant etc 


Sales by Auction: To Grocers, Tea Dealers & others by Mr Candelet - On Tuesday 
7” of September 1841 at the xxx (name is unreadable) Hotel, Picadilly, Manchester, 
at seven o’clock in the evening: The Good will and Shop fixtures of the well-known 
& well established tea dealer and grocery establishment, the Golden Canister, 103 
Oldham Road, the proprietor Abel Crompton being about leaving the premises. The 
Manchester Times and Gazette, Saturday, 4 September 1841, Issue 675. 


. The Bankrupt Directory of 1843 lists 14 June 1842 Abel Crompton, grocer and 
shopkeeper. Bankrupts/dividends: Abel Crompton tea dealer and grocer, October 14 
at twelve - Commissioners’ Rooms, Manchester — Manchester Times and Gazette, 24 
September 1842. In the London Gazette 19 June 1842, Abel is listed as a wholesale 
tea dealer. 


In 1851 Abel and Elizabeth are in Robinson Street, Ardwick, Manchester, with their 
family: Olivia Middleton Crompton, George Washington Crompton and Margaret 
Milne Crompton. Unfortunately the sheet on which they appear is damaged, and it is 
not possible to read their exact address or Abel’s job, though one can make out he was 
born in Crompton. Another daughter, Sarah Ann, was with her Middleton 
grandparents, William and Hannah, in Cockyard, Chapel en le Frith, Derbyshire, on 
the night of the census. 


In the 1861 census Abel and his family are living at 152 City Road, Hulme, 
Manchester. 
Abel Crompton 46, furniture broker, born Lancashire, Crompton 
Elizabeth wife 45, born Derbyshire, Chapel en le Frith 
Olive M, daughter 22, assistant, born Lancashire, Manchester 
George W, son, 11, scholar, Lancashire, Manchester 
Alfred J, (1), son, 5, born Lancashire, Manchester 


Family ill health and tuberculosis 


Abel died 1862 and is buried at St Thomas a Becket’s Church in Chapel-en-le-Frith, 
his wife’s home-town church. 


* Abel’s death certificate dated 12 April 1862; shows he was 46 and working as a 
furniture dealer. His wife Elizabeth was present with him when he died at 152 City 
Road, Hulme, Manchester, from Phthisis pulmonolis, a respiratory infection, and 
known today as tuberculosis. 

* George Washington Crompton, Abel’s son died of tuberculosis, aged 62. 

* James Milne Crompton, Abel’s brother died of tuberculosis, aged 18. 


Was this disease then in the Crompton family? Certainly a check on the Milne family 
history in Elsie Ballard’s Chronicles of Crompton indicates that members in this 
family died young but I have no proof of the causes of death. The census of 1841 
shows that James, whose wife Susan was most probably a Milne, was a widower. 


A cousin Alice Crompton 1792-1878 married a James Milne. They had five children 
but James died young, in 1823, aged 29, leaving a young widow to run the Crompton 
& Milne Mill. Did he, too, die of TB? 


And was this the reason why a branch of the Crompton family — the descendants of 
Abel Crompton and his wife Elizabeth Middleton moved to Southport? A book 
published by a doctor in the 1850s recommended the town for those suffering from 
TB. The sea coast, shelter from the northerly wind, dry soil, pure drinking water, and 
mean temperature of about 60 F, drainage and cleanliness fitted into the picture of the 
ideal place according to Dr W B Richardson — and quoted in his book by David 
McNicoll M.D 


Elizabeth Crompton 1 


The 1869 Southport Street Directory lists Elizabeth at Seaview Cottages, 27 Adelaide 
St. She would appear to have been running a boarding establishment for holiday 
makers as the business is listed as apartments. (27 Adelaide Street was between 
Leicester St and Saunders St and no longer exists under this street name.) 


Elizabeth was the daughter of William Middleton, glazier and plumber, and Hannah 
Lomas, a farmer's daughter. Elizabeth was born at Bradshaw Hall, Chapel-en-le Frith, 
the home of the Lomas family, members of which were connected with the hall for 
about 300 years and farmed the land. Elizabeth's wedding record says born 
Cockyard, which was a small settlement near the hall, but parish records for her 
baptism state “born Bradshaw Hall”. Her father William Middleton, born in 1789, 
died in Rochdale abt 1869. He is buried in Chapel-en-le-Frith. Separate articles on 
Middleton and Lomas families. 


Elizabeth is listed in the 1871 Census in Southport in the parish of Holy Trinity at 27 
Adelaide Street - the address also given in the ’81 Census and other documents. With 
her, Alfred J. Crompton, 15, George W.Crompton, 21, Olivia M. Crompton 32, and 
a Thomas Traves (sic), 46, who would be the Thomas Travis who Olivia married. 
Others in the household include: Clarissa Charley, 35, Amelia Leach, 41, Emma 
Leach, 54, Cecil James Whalley, 7. In the 1881 Census Elizabeth is aged 65, born 
Derby (shire), at 33 Adelaide St, Southport (compared to 27 in 1869; the houses may 
have been renumbered). She is running a lodging house. On the night of the census 
there were two general serving domestics and a general practitioner and his wife and 
two children as guests. In the 1890 street directory she is at 142 Southbank Rd. 


She died 1 April 1897, at 44 Hargreaves Street, Southport, aged 81, two years after 
her son Alfred Jordan. (See his funeral notice) Her cause of death is listed as cardiac 
failure. Her daughter Olivia Middleton Travis of 46 Lethbridge Road, Southport, was 
with her when she died. 


Letters of Administration: Crompton, Elizabeth of 44 Hargreaves St. Southport, 
1897 Lancashire, Widow. To Olivia Middleton Travis (wife of Thomas Travis) 
Effects 31 pounds 19s 8d 


*Details drawn from Southport electoral rolls show that Elizabeth Crompton moved 
to 27 Adelaide Street between 1861 and 1864; from 1876 to 1884 she is listed at 33 
Adelaide Street. 


Abel and Elizabeth's children include 


*Olivia Middleton, born Manchester, baptised 1839 at Chapel-en-le-Frith CELF)/. 
Abel listed as grocer on birth certificate. 

*Margaret Milne, born about 1840. Abel listed as broker on her marriage certificate. 
Margaret married William Standen Parker 18 July 1860. 

In the 1861 census they are living in Rochdale (name of road not readable 
though it has been read as 12 Penn Street. (J Bassindale ) 

William S Parker, 26, attorney clerk born Birkdale 

Margaret M 20, wife, born Manchester 

Henry Parker, 22, engineer pattern maker born Burnley 

*Sarah Ann, born about 1843, married Thomas Holt of Rochdale, working at time of 
1851 census as a barmaid, aged 18, for John Isherwood, 33, innkeeper, 8 
South Parade, Rochdale, husband of Mary (Ann) aged 32, born CELF, a 
daughter of William and Hannah Middleton, and younger sister of Elizabeth, 
Abel’s wife. 

* Abel Barlow died 6 July 1846 buried at St Thomas a Becket’s, Chapel en le Frith, 
aged four months His address on the death certificate is given as 51 
Rosamund Street, Chorlton on Medlock, Manchester. (Rosamund Street later 
became a notorious inner city slum, part of an area known as Little Ireland.) 

*George Washington born 26 July 1849, at 7 Robinson Street, Ardwick, 

Manchester (registration district of Chorlton). Abel here describes himself as a 
share broker. In 1873 George married Annie Strong Ibbotson daughter of 
Edward and Mary Ann (nee Strong). Mr G W Crompton is a mourner at 
Alfred Jordan's funeral in 1895. 

* Alfred Jordan (1) born 23 June 1855 Abel is listed as real estate agent on the birth 
certificate), address Mary St, Cheetham. Manchester. Alfred married 
Elizabeth Rawsthorn Sherrington. 


Olivia Middleton Crompton married Thomas Travis, born RS 
Walsden, Lancashire, about 1832. Inthe 1871 census a yJ- siaii 
Thomas Traves, 46, is at home with Elizabeth Crompton and her i hi 
family, including Olivia, in Southport. : eae 
In the 1881 Census Thomas Travis is running a lodging house 
at 20 Bath St, Southport. The building is now part of the 
Conservative Club. 

Thomas 58; Olivia 42 — born Manchester 

Children at home for the 1881 Census 

Sarah Augustus Elizabeth aged 6 in Census, married a 

Mr Faviell of Sydney, died about 1969 of 7 Bayview St, 

McMahon Point, New South Wales, widow. She 

reputedly met her husband on a journey out to Australia. 
(photo right) 

Thomas C. aged 5 in Census. 

Both children were born in Southport. 


RE 


Southport Street directory 1883-84 lists a Thomas Travis at 20 Bath Street, brick 
maker, an indication perhaps that he was working with his brother in law, Alfred 
Jordan Crompton. 


In the 1901 census the family is at Lethbridge Road, Southport. Thomas, 78, born 
Walsden, is listed as a retired oil merchant; Olivia his wife, aged 62; John G 

Travis, son, 46, retired medical assistant; Sarah. E Travis, 26; Thomas Travis, 25, 
postal clerk. NB Olivia would have been 16 when John was born so his age is wrong, 
or he is the son from an earlier marriage. 


A Thomas Travis, silk merchant manufacturer, Manchester, married Ann, third 
daughter of the late James Travis, Blackley, near Manchester, 27 January 1854. A 
John George Travis was born in Oldham (an area with which these families were 
associated in) September 1859. (Free BMDs). An Ann Travis, died September 1860, 
(Southport BMDs were registered here.) 


The 1880 Southport street directory has Timothy Travis, described as a draper, at 
63/64 Lord Street who may be a relative. The 1881 census says he was born in 
Oldham in 1845; wife Emma nee Fearn, aged 32, and daughter Louisa, eight. His in- 
laws Robert and Mary Fearns are at the house, 44 Portland Street, Southport, on 
census night. 


Margaret Milne Crompton married 18 July 1860 William Standen Parker. 
When they marry, at Rochdale Parish Church, he is described as a lawyer’s clerk, 
aged 26, address: Lord St. William was the son of Jeremiah Parker, innkeeper of 
Rochdale. (The Old Clock Face stood on the corner of Lord Street and Toad Lane 
Rochdale and may have been his.) Jeremy “Standing” had been christened in Burnley 
10 November 1832. His mother was Mary/Mary Anne/Marianne Standing/Standin — 
the IGI offers alternatives. Given that the oldest daughter was Mary Ann this must be 
the correct spelling, and Standen was the way William’s second name was spelt on 
the marriage certificate. 
Margaret was 19 at the time of her marriage, place of residence: New Wall, 
which would have been in Rochdale, as presumably was Lord Street. No town 
is mentioned on the wedding certificate; they are in Burnley in the 1861 
census. Her father Abel Crompton describes himself as a broker. John 
Isherwood, Sarah Mellor Potts and Olive Middleton Crompton were the 
witnesses. 


In the 1881 Census Margaret, aged 41, born Manchester, is living at 11 Back 
Virginia Street, Southport, listed as a draper. The children at home for the 
Census are: 
Mary Ann 17, bookseller's assistant 
William Crompton 15, errand boy 
Frank 13 
Elizabeth Ann 11 
Margaret Milne 9 All born Rochdale, Lancashire. 
William Parker in 1891 is with his uncle Alfred Jordan at the Scarisbrick Hotel 


Sarah Ann Crompton b abt 1843. She is in the 1851 Census with grandparents 
William and Hannah Middleton at Cockyard, Chapel-en-le-Frith, and would marry 
Thomas Holt. In the 1861 census Sarah Ann, aged 18, is working as a barmaid, the 
niece of John, 33 and Mary (Ann) Isherwood,32, who are running an inn in 
Rochdale at 8 South Parade. 


Other family names are here. Mary Ann, a Middleton, had married (second husband) 
John Isherwood in 1850. A Sarah Lomas, 26, born about 1834, is a house servant. In 
the 1881 census Mary Ann Isherwood, retired landlady, aged 51, and Sarah 

Lomas, servant, 43, are at 171 Manchester Rd, Castleton,—Lancashire (i.e. Rochdale). 
Mary Ann Isherwood and Sarah were still together in the 1891 census. Sarah, like 
Mary Ann, was born in CELF and would have been a “cousin” from the numerous 
Lomas clan in this area. (William Middleton’s wife Hannah was the daughter of 
George Lomas of Bradshaw Hall, Cockyard, CELF.) 


In 1881, the census has Sarah A Holt, aged 36, living at 3 Fenton St, 

Castleton, Rochdale, with her husband and family. 

Thomas Holt 39 Size manufacturer 

Sarah E 12 

Mary A 11 

Bertha 9 

Arthur 5 

Henry 3 

James C 2 

Frederick 1 month 

Mary Butterworth 14, domestic servant. 
Mr Holt (‘brother-in-law’) and Mrs Holt ‘sister’) were at the funeral of Alfred 
Jordan Crompton (see below). William Middleton, Elizabeth father, Sarah's 
grandfather, was in Rochdale when he died in 1869; he is buried at Chapel-en-le- 
Frith. 


Arthur Holt: There is another link to this family. Arthur Holt was the cousin of 
Abraham William (Willie) Crompton (eldest son of Alfred Jordan born 23 June 
1855). It was he who told Willie Crompton that he was the oldest Crompton 
descendant and entitled therefore to the Crompton Coat of Arms. In later life this was 
a search on which Willie Crompton embarked. Arthur Holt was wrong as male 
descendants of Alfred Jordan’s older brother George would have had the prior claim, 
and such a line exists. 


Arthur Holt’s house, 12 Moreton, Road, Oxford 


However the search provided Willie, when he retired, with hours of what must surely 
have been a fascinating genealogical hunt. Family legend had it that Mr Holt was 
town clerk of Oxford; that during World War 1 he had taken Willie C out of camp to a 
lunch in a "posh" hotel and was apparently powerful enough to overrule the hotel staff 
who pointed out the hotel only catered for officers. Willie C (No. M346228) was at 
least for part of the war stationed in Plymouth in the motor transport section checking 
lorries going to France. It was while he was stationed at Plymouth that Mr Holt came 
to see him and took him to the hotel. 


As Edna Taylor Ward, Willie's daughter related: “Father used to tell me that when 
they got to the hotel they were told that other ranks (like father) weren't admitted, 
only officers. Mr Holt however rubbished that and waltzed in with father." 

Arthur Holt was indeed town clerk of Oxford, though not at the time of World War I. 
The Oxford Registry Office index contains an entry for Arthur Holt from 1938 (ref. 
M&S IV/7) which referred to a letter regarding 16 Queen Street made in his capacity 
as Town Clerk. From the City Archives collection, a list of all that have held office 
from 1839 to 1929 (ref 60/2001) indicates that Arthur Holt obtained the position of 
Clerk of the Peace, a position usually related to the Town Clerk, from 1923. 


The Oxford Times 30 October 1939 records the following: The Mayor (Cllr H T 
Gillett) announced that the resignation of the Town Clerk (Mr A Holt) came into 
effect as from the previous day. Mr Holt had given good service to the City for 17 
years, and he had completed 40 years in municipal service. He was admitted as a 
solicitor in 1898; for just over two years he was assistant Town Clerk at Southport 
and he later was for seven years Deputy Town Clerk for Blackburn. After several 
years as Town Clerk and Secretary of the Education Committee at Hereford he was 
Town Clerk and Clerk of the Peace at Dudley for eight years before receiving his 
appointment at Oxford. 


During his service in Oxford he had promoted five Acts of Parliament on behalf of 
the Corporation and an enormous number of provisional orders. He had had charge of 
the proceedings for the extension of the City boundaries: during the time that he had 
been Clerk the population had doubled from 50,000 to 100,000. He had also acted on 
behalf of the City in the purchase of the electricity undertaking. "The City was 
indebted to Mr Holt for his 17 years of faithful service, and they all hoped he would 
enjoy many years of well-earned rest." Sadly Arthur Holt’s research about Willie 
Crompton’s family inheritance was incorrect. 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON CROMPTON 


George Washington Crompton (1) ( picture 
right) is listed in 1878 Southport Street 
Directories as a bookbinder, stationer and printer 
of 109 Lord Street and 52 Kensington Road. In the 
1890 street directory he is at 38 Arbour St. His wife 
Annie Strong Ibbotson came from Colne. George, 
a noted rifle shot, died aged 62, 27 November 
1911; his wife died aged 78. The couple were 
married in Southport on 24 September 1873 at 
Holy Trinity Church by licence by the vicar 
Jonathon Jackson. George’s trade is given as 
printer and his father’s name as Abel Crompton, 
grocer. Annie Ibbotson (the second name of Strong 
is not given) is a spinster and the daughter of 
Edward Ibbotson, painter. Witnesses were 
George’s brother Alfred Jordan Crompton and 
Mary Harrison. The painting of George is by his daughter Mabel. On the back of the 
picture it says: George Washington Crompton painted by Mabel A.E. Crompton at 
Brandon & Winnipeg 1916-1925 Manitoba, Canada, before at Manchester Chambers, 
Lord Street, Southport. 

Annie Strong (as she was named at birth) was born on the 28 October 1850 at 
Somers Place east in the sub district of Somers Town, Middlesex, part of the 
registration district of Saint Pancras, London. Her father Edward, describes himself as 
a painter, of 15 Somers Place East. Her mother is Mary Ann Ibbotson, formerly 
Strong. 

George and Annie would go on to have at least 11 children: sons Abel 
Ibbotson, George Washington (2) and Abraham Alexander, and daughters Mabel, 
Nora Sarah, Olive Middleton, Hilda, Annie Nesta (known in the family as Nesta), 
Clarice, Lucy and Mary. 

Certificates on this side of the family have been researched and are kindly 
provided by Alan Crompton, the son of Abel Ibbotson Crompton. My thanks go, too, 
to his daughter Melanie. 


Children of George and Annie Crompton 

Mabel Ann Elizabeth, born 12 July 1874, Linden House Roe Lane, Southport: her 
father George is listed as a printer and stationer. Died 1957 

Nora Sarah, 17 February 1876, Linden House, Roe Lane, Southport: George, 
stationer and printer. 

Olive Middleton, 2 July 1877, 52 Kensington Road, Southport: George, letter press 
printer. 

Hilda Mary Ann, 5 May 1879, 52 Kensington Road, Southport: George, printer of 52 
Kensington Road. 

Abel Ibbotson, 22 February 1881 (by coincidence the anniversary of the birth of 
George Washington), Roe Lane, Southport: George, letter press printer (master) of 
Roe Lane. 

Clarice Sumner, 4 November 1882, 31 Arbour Street, Southport: George, letter press 
printer (master) of 31 Arbour Street. 
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George Washington (2), 21 May 1884, 31 Arbour Street; Southport: George, printer 
and stationer. 
Annie Nesta 8 December 1888, 31 Arbour Street; George printer and stationer. 
Abraham Alexander 28 January 1891, at 7 Linaker Street, Southport: George lists 
himself here as printer and stationer. Abraham diedin 1984 
Lucy and Mary died as infants 

Abraham, Mabel and Nesta never married; Olive, Nora and Clarice married. 
Olive had children as did Nora and some of her descendants live in Australia. 
The 1901 census has Mabel, 26, art student Abel 20 printer’s apprentice, Clarice 18, 
George 16 printer’s apprentice, Annie 12. 


PRINTER AND PUBLISHER 


Details drawn from Southport electoral rolls show George Washington Crompton as a 
printer, bookseller and stationer in 1876 living at 109 Lord Street, with works at 
Princes Court House on Roe Lane. In 1886 he is at 81 Lord Street and is publisher of 
the Southport Standard. His residence was at The Elms, 31 Arbour Street. The 
newspaper, founded in 1885, lasted until 1899 and was one of a number of small 
papers circulating in the growing town of Southport, though the electoral rolls show 
that in 1893 the Standard was being run (owned?) by a William Crompton. George 
Washington however remained in business, as a printer in Arbour Street in 1899 
which remained a family home until the late 1920s — early 1930s. No relationship to 
the William Crompton has been traced, so far. In 1881, the Southport and West 
Lancashire Banking Company collapsed, George Crompton, stationer, 109 Lord 
Street, is listed as a shareholder, as is Elizabeth Crompton 33 Adelaide Street, 
lodging house keeper. 


George Washington Crompton died 27 November 1911, aged 62, at 1 Marsden Road, 
Southport, Annie Crompton died aged 79 on 14 August 1929 at Hollins House, 
Hebden Bridge, at the home of her son-in-law John Sykes. 
They are buried in Southport’s Duke Street Cemetery. The inscriptions on the grave 
read: 
TO THE LOVING MEMORY OF 
GEORGE WASHINGTON CROMPTON 
WHO FELL ASLEEP NOVEMBER 27 1911 
AGED 62 YEARS 
REST IN PEACE 
ALSO OF ANNIE STRONG CROMPTON 
HIS WIFE WHO PASSED TO REST 
AUGUST 14 1919 AGED 78 YEARS 
On the left side of plinth: ALSO TO HILDA M.A. DAUGHTER OF G.W. & A 
CROMPTON WHO DIED MAY 19™ 1924 
Abel Ibbotson Crompton, born 1881 died 1950, also buried here but no 
inscription made. 


The painting of George Washington Crompton (1) is Mabel’s work. Family notes 
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(provided to me by Alan Crompton, GW Crompton’s grandson) say she was a 
portrait, landscape, animal, flower, figure, composition painter and miniaturists. 
Mabel Elizabeth Crompton was born and spent the early years of her life at Lynden 
House, which stood at the corner of Roe Lane and Norwood Avenue. Her father, GW 
Crompton took a house for business purposes at 52 Kensington Road (local 
directories 1880, 1881) but Mabel still spent most of her time at Lynden House, and 
the family returned later. 


Then they removed to The Elms, 31 Arbour Street (directories 1882-3 to 1890). Later 
they lived at 7 Linaker Street (directory of 1892), at 38 Arbour Street (directories 
1894-1890, at 38 Arbour Street (directories 1894 to 1908) at 1 Marsden Road. 
Mabel’s father occurs at this address in the directory 1910-11 and her mother Mrs 
Annie Crompton in the directories 1912-13 to 1930-31) at 9 Derby Road (directory 
1933). 


Mabel Crompton was educated at Scarisbrick House (Mrs Karr) and at Thelwell Lawn 
5 Queens Road (Miss Ross). She studied at the Southport School of Art and at the 
Royal College of Art, London. In 1895 she was appointed to the teaching staff of the 
Southport School of Art and remained there for six years. Then she took a studio at 
Manchester Chambers, 18 Lord Street. (directory 1904) and later Shaftsbury 
Buildings, 20 Eastbank Street (directory 1906) and at 7 Corporation Street (directories 
1910-11, 1912, 13) and at Manchester Chambers, 37 Lord St (directory 1914-15. 
In 1916 she went to Canada to take up the position of Supervisor of Art in the Public 
Schools at Brandon, Manitoba. She returned to England in 1929 and left Southport in 
1932. She exhibited at the Royal Academy, and in Liverpool, Southport, Manchester, 
Glasgow, Leeds, York, Preston, Bury, Rochdale, Oldham, the Royal Cambrian 
Academy and in Montreal and Winnipeg. 

Sources: The Year’s Art 1940, Who’s Who in Art 1934, Letters from M.A.E. 
Crompton, Southport Council Minutes June 1895, May 1896, 8 May 1898. 


Nora/Norah Sarah Crompton b/b 17 February 1876 is recalled by her nephew Alan 
Crompton as having lived at Brearly Old Hall, Luddenfoot. She married Dr. John 
Sykes M.D and they had a daughter, and three sons. Alan recalls that one son 
Michael was killed in a motorcycle accident after hitting a sheep. The second son, 
Peter Roy Crompton Sykes, is on the Singapore Memorial Roll of Honour. It reads: 


Flying Officer, Peter Roy Crompton Sykes 130128, 215 Squadron Royal Air Force 
Volunteer Reserve, 20" May 1943. Aged 24. Son of Dr. John Sykes, M.D. and Norah 
Sykdes, of Brearley, Yorkshire, Column 424. 


The third son John was a qualified doctor who was in the British army and sent to 
Singapore arriving as the Japanese were invading. He and his companions spent the 
war in a prison camp. Alan comments that as a doctor John may have found life 
“doubly hard being unable by lack of medicines to help many in serious illness”. 


Abel Ibbotson Crompton born 1881 died 1951 married Annie Elizabeth Walker (nee 
White), widow of Frank (/) Walker who died in 1916 (?) from flu. They had one 
child Frank. She later married Abel Ibbotson. Annie was born 1889 at Felling-on- 
Tyne. Abel and Annie had four children. 
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Barbara May, born 1 August 1922, died 1997. She joined the WAAF (Women’s 
Auxiliary Air Force) 12 January 1942. In her last year or so of service she worked as a 
radio operator in the underground headquarters of Winston Churchill. Her nephew 
Alan Crompton says: “I know she sent and received many top level and secret 
messages, but she kept her own counsel. Otherwise she was a clerical worker; she 
didn’t marry and had no children.” 


George Alexander David born October 1923, died 1996. He joined the Border 
Regiment (Infantry) 12 January 1942 — the same day as his sister Barbara May joined 
the WAAFs. “They walked out of home together — very hard,” Alan records. 

He served in India and Burma and was discharged as Warrant Officer 1“ class. A 
salesman for most of his time; his last working years were with Nestle. He married 


Doreen Rimmer, divorced, one daughter, Lynn, not married, no issue. George later 
remarried Barbara Quayle, no issue. 


Colin John born 28 July 1925. Married Joan Eaton, one child Christine who married 
and had two children, Paul and Kate, then divorced. There are boy-and-girl twin 
grandchildren. Colin in the RAF was a radio operator in India and Burma. Colin and 
Joan still were living in Southport, March 2006. 


Alan Edward born 10 February 1929; married Marion Grice (born Stockport) in 
London - three children: Daniel Ian, Melanie Ann, Zoé Elizabeth Celia. Alan left 
school aged 14 and undertook a seven-year apprenticeship at a small local printers. He 
then did two years of National Service with the RAF as a wireless mechanic, before 
joining H.M. Stationery Office as a technical officer, serving seven years in London 
before transferring to their Manchester branch for a further four years. 


“The pay was insufficient to support a family and I secured a job as Works Manager 
with a Cambridge company. Before the move I was answerable for three people, 
afterwards 150 plus! After joining I learnt I was the sixth manager in seven years — 
not entirely all milk and honey. After three years or so I found a much happier home 
as Works Manager with a Southport company working as book manufacturers.” 


When that company was taken over, he was approached by the Pitman group and 
became Works Manager at their factory in Belfast. Much of the work was done for the 
U.S.A. and after four years here the dollar/sterling exchange rate went wild and the 
company foundered. So they returned to England and Hampshire. “However our 
marriage fell apart at this time, thankfully with little rancour. I found my last working 
post in Winchester.” When it came to retirement, Alan returned to Southport, living 
at 15 Park Road. (letter March 2006). 


**For those interested in Willie Crompton’s family research for the coat of arms, it 
should perhaps be noted that currently Colin seems to be the one entitled to them, a 
claim that will then pass to Alan, and then to his son Danny. Danny and Gemma’s 
daughter Eve Audrey Crompton was born 18 August 2008. 
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ALFRED JORDAN CROMPTON 


Elizabeth Sherrington Alfred Jordan Crompton 


Alfred Jordan Crompton (1) was born 23 June 1855, at Mary St, Cheetham, 
Manchester, and died in Southport, 5 December 1895. He married Elizabeth 
Rawsthorne Sherrington, born 4 December 1856 at St Bride’s Church, Liverpool in 
June 1880. She was the daughter of James Sherrington, Post Office Clerk, and Sarah 
Owen born Weston under Redcastle, Shropshire. (Rawsthorne was Elizabeth's 
grandmother's maiden name, from the Sherrington side of the family.) 


*In 1881 Census Alfred Jordan, 25, is listed as a dealer in building materials. His wife 
is aged 20 and they are living at 18 Linaker St, North Meols (ie Southport). 

*1890 Southport Street directory: A J Crompton builders’ merchant, 99 London St. 
Alfred Jordan built and ran the Scarisbrick Hotel, Lord St, Southport. A substantial 
building and still a prominent landmark, in use today as a hotel. The “Industries of 
Lancashire” 1889 contained details of the hotels structure: 


“The building is of red Accrington brick, with Yorkshire stone facings, erected in the 
neo-Tudor style of architecture and furnished with a handsome pattern of doorways 
belonging to the 12” century, all supplying a lasting quality as well as clean and 
pleasing to the eye. A row of finely appointed shops will occupy the ground floor. 
There will be a large and splendidly equipped restaurant in front on the ground floor 
and a second class-refreshment bar at the side of the building. 

“The total area will measure 270 feet by 68 feet and the rooms will include all the 
usual apartments connected with a first-class family hotel, and will amply suffice for 
the accommodation of 120 visitors ...the premises will be fire proof and there will be a 
passenger lift, and also a handsome balcony to seat 150 people. ” 


Alfred Jordan de Crompton was sparing no expense. A leaflet produced by the hotel 
recalls the topping out celebrations in September 1889 “when some customers still 
preferred drinking their ale out of pot mugs warmed by a red hot poker”. The hotel 
was certainly in full swing to help Southport’s Centenary in 1892.” 


The leaflet says that after Crompton’s move to the old Queen’s Hotel, Promenade, the 
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Scarisbrick Hotel was taken over by a syndicate of “businessmen, cotton Lords and 
manufacturers”. The Scarisbrick Hotel Company was formed in 1894, but by 1906 the 
hotel was in financial difficulty and forced into the hands of the receiver. “Its builder 
[Alfred Jordan Crompton] died in 1895. 


An article from about 1890, reproduced in Southport A Century Ago by Geoff Wright, 
published in 1992, also describes it as a building of red brick, with Yorkshire stone 
facings, erected in the Tudor style of architecture. The article adds: "Jn the person of 
the proprietor, the hotel will be governed by a gentleman possessing all the 
qualifications which constitute a genial host." As well as a billiard room and smoke 
rooms, the hotel had a passenger lift and accommodation for 120 people. " 
Unfortunately Alfred Jordan overreached himself financially. He died soon after his 
hotel business failed. His death certificate says "from the effects of taking an 
overdose of laudanum the previous evening to induce sleep"; the "certificate received 
Samuel Brighouse, coroner East Lancashire". The verdict was misadventure and 
registered 11 December 1895. (Copy of the inquest attached.) 


Family legend says Alfred Crompton had refused a large sum of money from a 
brewery for the hotel before the financial collapse. Certainly he seems to have 
borrowed money extensively to finance it, some of it (or so it seems) from family 
members. It would appear that his death cut off contact with the family in Crompton, 
but not with those in Chapel en le Frith, Derbyshire. 


A newspaper report (undated) quoted in Southport a Century Ago suggests to 
me there may have been problems even at the start. Under the headline ‘Important 
Licensing Case at Southport” Mr T Swift barrister applied at the police court “on behalf 
of Mr Alfred Jordan Crompton proprietor of the Scarisbrick Hotel, for an occasional six days’ licence 
for new premises in course of erection. He explained that Mr Crompton about two years ago obtained 
a provisional licence under which he was enabled to pull down the existing Scarisbrick Arms, and erect 
in its place a much larger hotel. The new hotel had not yet been completed, but a portion of it, on 
which he had spent 10,000 pounds, was quite ready for use, and it would be conducive to public 
convenience and comfort if the licence be granted. After a long deliberation in private the justices 
returned to the court when the Mayor said the Bench was so much divided on the question that the 


licence could not be granted. “ - So problems began early. 


Alfred's oldest son Abraham William had received the name Abraham on the 
understanding there would be an inheritance from a relative of the same name, but 
when "Captain" Abraham Crompton died in 1913 no money was forthcoming. His 
brother (John) Barlow Crompton had another family name. No inheritance was ever 
realised from the seriously wealthy cousins in Crompton. 


Alfred Jordan and Elizabeth's children 


"Abraham William — born 19 June 1881 at 18 Linaker St, Southport, father Alfred 
Jordan, builders’ merchant. 
Alfred Jordan (2) - always known as Jordan b abt 1883 


1. Where appropriate the first name as commonly used has been highlighted in bold 
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Leonard Sherrington - baptised 6 February 1887 by John K Marsden, St Luke’s 
Church, Southport, son of Alfred Jordan Crompton and Elizabeth “abode” 
Kensington, Windsor Road, Southport — Kensington the name of the house. 
John Barlow always known as Barlow born Dec" 19th 1889 (grave of his 
grandparents, Abel and Elizabeth m St Thomas a Becket’s, Chapel en le Frith.) 


Scarisbrick billet of the Worsley Troop, Duke of Lancaster's Own Yeomanry 
Cavalry 1894 outside the Scarisbrick Hotel, Lord Street, Southport, with the 
owner of the hotel Alfred Jordan de Crompton, left. 


The 1890 street directory lists 113 Scarisbrick Arms Hotel, Alfred J. Crompton. 
The 1891 census shows the family living at the Scarisbrick Hotel, Southport. 


Alfred Crompton head 35 hotel proprietor, born Manchester 
Elizabeth wife 30 


Abraham W. aged nine (Abraham William) 

Alfred J. eight (Alfred Jordan) 

Leonard four (Leonard Sherrington) 

John B. one — (John Barlow) 

William Parker, nephew, 25, hotel manager, born Rochdale. (He was the son of 
Margaret Milne Parker, Alfred Jordan's sister.) The rest are staff and guests. 


Later the family moved to Holly Lodge, Formby. The boys were sent to board at 
Southport University College, a private school. The college Old Boys' Association 
asked Abraham William if he'd attend a reunion, but he declined. Leonard went as the 
oldest old boy. Alfred Jordan's granddaughter Edna described the family as “living in 
great style. At some time a brewery offered 80,000 pounds for the hotel, but Alfred 
Jordan refused and went on getting into more and more debt. The crash came when 
friends and banks foreclosed and he had to leave the Scarisbrick penniless. He went 
to the Queen's Hotel on the Promenade. The doctor gave him something to make him 
sleep which he took with brandy. The doctor and his friends walked him about all 
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night but he collapsed and died. There were 40 carriages at his funeral — an indication 
in those days that he was a very popular gentleman." (The family story contains some 
inaccuracies as the inquest details show the laudanum was purchased by Alfred 
Jordan.) 


The In Memoriam funeral card reads: In Loving Memory of Alfred Jordan Crompton 
who departed this life December 5" 1895, aged 40 years, and was interred at 
Southport Cemetery December 7": “Oh, for the touch of a vanished hand, And the 
sound of a voice that is still. Sadly, he seems to have taken the overdose on the date of 
his wife’s birthday, 4 December; he died the following day. ? 


Funeral notice 

Those at Alfred Jordan's funeral included Mrs Crompton (widow), Master Jordan 
Crompton, Mr G W Crompton (brother), Mrs Travis (sister), Mr Holt (brother in 
law), Mrs Holt (sister), Mr W C Parker (nephew), Miss Parker (niece), Mrs Riley 
(cousin), Mrs Sherrington, Mrs Wright and Mrs Crompton (sister in law — 
presumably the wife of G W Crompton). His mother, brother and family were among 
those who sent wreathes and floral tributes - Information from the Southport Visiter 


1901 Census 
1901 census shows the difficulties in the family after the death of Alfred Jordan (1) 
Abraham William Crompton, 19, is a jeweller's shop assistant, living with an 
Elizabeth Sherrington at 38 King St, Southport. She is listed as a company 
housekeeper, a widow, 54, born at Bretton West, Yorkshire. The boys’ mother was of 
course an Elizabeth Sherrington but relationship to this Elizabeth Sherrington is 
unsure. 


William’s mother is however still in Southport working as the hotel manageress of the 
Hoghton Street Arms, in Hoghton Street. She gives her age as 40, and her birthplace 
as Southport though she was in fact as earlier censuses confirm born in Everton, 
Liverpool, in December 1856. 


At the time of his daughter Edna’s marriage in 1934 Willie was working as a clerk in 
the Ministry of Labour; according to her wedding certificate the family was living at 
142 Speakman Road, St Helens. Rhoda and Harold married in July 1935 and moved 
into 142° ; Willie and Evelyn moved across the road to 141.. The family moved 
around. I ae a letter addressed to them at 151 Windlesbank (sic) Road, St Helen’s) 
written by Edna, just before World War 1 started. Edna always recalled that her 
mother wanted to move to 141, or a house across the road from 142, as these had a 
bay window in the front room. ) They later bought the house. 


Alfred Jordan, 18, manager of a butcher's shop, living at 102 Market St. Atherton, 
Lancashire, 1901 census. Also listed: Richard Harrison, 43, master butcher; Mary 

Harrison, 40, wife; Ethel Harrison, 19, daughter (butcher shop manageress). Alfred 
Crompton is listed as a servant in his relationship to the family but his job as Shop 


? See pp 24,25,26 


They were living at 142 when Ann their oldest daughter was born. In 1938 the Pharoahs moved to 
“Colwyn”, Windleshaw Road, and to Shropshire (see page 22). 
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Manager butcher. He was 18. As with all the brothers Jordan, as he was always 
known, served in World War 1. 


A postcard home to "old Bill" dated 21 April 1919 from Aleppo, Syria reads. Many 
thanks of congratulation on my rapid rise from the ranks “eh'hem". I hope and trust that you are now 
quite well and strong and all the family in the pink. I keep very well in myself and I now get paid for 
my rank and Bonus 12/3 per week, so not too bad. Still shall be more pleased when I can get back to 
dear old England and those I love, am sweating on the top line. I don't surpose [sic] I shall know my 
nieces and nephews on my return but give them all my love also Evelyn and tell them I shall come and 
see you all as soon as circumstances allow and the sooner the quicker. Best love and every good wish 
for your future welfare and health. Your loving brother Jordan de Cromp. - (The post card has a 


coloured picture of a group of mosques in Aleppo.) 


It is interesting to note that Jordan had the use of "de Crompton", and the first name 
Jordan, something that always grieved his older brother who was baptised Abraham in 
the expectation of an inheritance. However my research has shown the family legend 
that the oldest son was baptised Jordan de Crompton is unlikely. The name existed in 
the family in the 13th century but then vanished. It is certainly not mentioned in any 
birth, marriage or death records. James Crompton, father of the first Alfred Jordan de 
Crompton, perhaps reclaimed the name after the publication of the Victoria County 
History for Lancashire where the name it is listed among the earliest of Cromptons. 


The eldest male was invariably Abel or Abraham/Abram from the 1600s onwards. 
Barlow was a much used second name and seems to have been used in preference to 
the first Christian name. As a name, Barlow was handed down from the marriage of 
Abel Crompton 1683-1764 to Alice Barlow died 1786, James seems to have been 
introduced into the family via a wife. Somehow in later generations of the family the 
“de” has been transposed from “of Crompton” where it should be, to “de Jordan”. 


Leonard Sherrington married Connie, and lived in Southport with daughters 
Christine and Elsie. He managed an off-licence the Manchester Road area of 
Southport. He was baptised Leonard Sherrington Crompton at St Luke’s Church. Son 
of Alfred Jordan Crompton and Elizabeth, abode Kensington, Windsor Rd, 
occupation Builders’ Merchant, baptised by J.K. Marsden register of Baptism 1883- 
1897- Page 23. 


John Barlow, aged 11, 1901 census, born Southport, a scholar living in Chapel en le 
Frith at The Courses with Olivia Bramwell. Research has shown her as a very distant 
relative — Olivia and Barlow were both descendants of John Lomas b 1731 and Olive 
Green. The household for the Cowses (Courses) is Olivia Bramwell, 68; Mary 
Bramwell, 43, daughter (in fact stepdaughter); Sarah Clayton, 23, servant, Barlow 
Crompton, 11, visitor/scholar, born Southport. 


Barlow writes to the Southport family 22 January 1903: 

Dear Evelyn I am sending you the picture post card I promised you. Forgive me for 
being so long, but it is not that I had forgotten it. Give my best love to Katie and next 
time you see Willie, tell him to write to me. I hope you are in good health. I must 
now close as space does not allow for any more. I remain, yours truly, Barlow. 
Please excuse mistakes. 


19 


John Barlow right. 


Post card is a small black and white photograph of the 
Parish Church, Chapel-en-le-Frith. The very bottom of 
the post card has a line of hand written x 

John Barlow died on the Somme 1 July 1916. "His 
name is remember with honour among the many at 
Dantzig Alley British Cemetery, 

Mametz, France." 


Barlow served in the 20" Manchester’s. The name 
Barlow was, or course, a Crompton family name handed 
down from an Alice Barlow who died 1760; she was the 
wife of Abel Crompton 1712-1791, the parents of the 
Abel born 1753 from which this line directly descents. 
His name is on the Southport War Memorial, on the 
grave of his parents at Duke Street, Southport, on the grave of his Middleton 
grandparents at St Thomas a Becket’s, Chapel en le Frith. His address is given in 
military records as Peel Moat Road, Heaton Moor. 
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Tur Scantsnntce Anus Horet. 


The Scarisbrick Arms Hotel, Lord Street, Southport.— 
The Scarisbrick Arms Hotel, of Lord Street, Southport, an establish- 
ment deservedly well known and popular, is at present in a state of 
transition. The old hotel is gradually being demolished and replaced by 
a magnificent new erection, which, when completed, will in point of 
extent and style, have only one compeer in tho district. Provision has 
been made for carrying on the business during the whole time of rebuildin, 
without interruption or inconvenience tothe visitors. The old Scarisbric 
Arms (the oldest hotel in Southport) was built in the year 1821 by Mr, 
Thomas Mawdsley, who also erected the Bold Arms. The hotel was 
built on what is known as a “ three-lives’ " which expired on 
May 28th, 1880, on the death of Mr. Joseph Ma . For many years 
the hotel was known ns the Hesketh Arms. The name was afterwards 
changed, however, in honour of Mr. Charles Scarisbrick, an important 
county gentleman, whose namo is for many reasons deservedly cherished 
in the district. Under the proprietorship of Mr. E. W. Stocker, the 
penne Arms ogg A a bakin hace cerns as the centre of 

coursing events. r. Stocker was personally a well-known patron of 
brag and owned a palahenten winn la of the Waterloo Cup, the blue 
mi of coursing meetings. e present proprietor, Mr. Crompton, 
entered upon the possession of this establishment some twelve months 
ago, and during that period has with conspicuous ability maintained the 
Teputation of the hotel, notwithstanding the powerful attractions of 
opposition houses.. His new hotel when completed will placo Mr. Cromp- 
ton on full and equal terms with all rival establishments, The building 
will be of red brick, with Yorkshire stone facings, erected in the Tudor 
style of architecture and furnished with the handsome pattern of door- 
were belonging to the twelfth century. A row of finely appointed sho 

occupy the ground floor. There will be a large and splendidly 
equipped restaurant in front on the ground floor, and a accond-class re- 


|freshment bar at the side of the building. The total area will monsure 
270 foet by 68 feet, and the rooms will include nll the usual apartments 
connected with a first-class family hotel, and will amply suffice for the 
accommodation of one hundred and twenty visitors. The billiard and 
smoke rooms are to be equipped in the t style with all the latest 
improvements as regards tables, &c., and it is almost needless to state that 
the cuisine will be in thorough keeping with the superior tone of tho 
establishment. In the person of the proprietor, the hotel will be governed 
by a gentleman possessing all the qualifications which constitute n genial 
host, and in his hands Dayar te of all patrons will be in the most 
efficient and excellent keeping. It is waa to say that in the matter 
of sanitary arrangement the new premises will be of the most perfect 


description. There will also be three distinct improvements in connec- 
tion with this hotel not to be found in any other modern hotel in the 
neighbourhood, viz., the premises will be fireproof, there will be a pas- 
aes lift, and also a handsome balcony to seat one hundred and fifty 
people. 


Drawing and extract taken from Southport, A Century Ago, by 


Geoff Wright - published 1992 by Landy Publishing. 


The book is 


a reprint, in part, of a book first published in 1889 by the 


Historical Publishing Company. 


architect’s drawing. 


The notes talk about coursing and the Waterloo Cup. 
field sport in which pairs of greyhound chase and kill 

The top dog wins the Cup. 
still run annually in fields near Southport. 


is a 
hares. 


The sketch of the hotel is an 


This 


As far as I know the Cup is 
Those promoting it 


say most of the hares get away... 


Page take n from Southport a Century Ago by Geoff Wright, published by Landy Publishing, Staining, Blackpool, 1992: 
originally copied the page into the family magazine, Rolling Stones. My thanks to Landy Publishing for permission to copy 
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All four brothers served in World War 1: pictured - Abraham William in uniform, 
with his family, left to right, Rhoda, Alfred, wife Evelyn with Dorothy and Edna — 
January 1918 


Abraham William Crompton married Evelyn Taylor born 6 July 1885. She was the 
daughter of James Omerod Taylor, painter and decorator, and Kate Hutcheson (later 
family used Hutchison); they married 24 May 1876. 


The will of Evelyn Crompton reads. 

I wish to give each of my grandchildren the sum of £20 (all six— Judith, Ann, Janet, 
David, Roger Mark, Paul - are named) 

Any cash, shares, premium bonds etc. to be equally divided between my four children 
(Edna, Alfred, Rhoda, Dorothy — all are named) The furniture in the cottage which 
my son-in-law Harold Pharaoh so kindly let me use, I leave to the discretion of my 
family, to divide as they may need or leave in the cottage. The T.V. set will be left for 
Rhoda's use. I want Rhoda to have my opal ring. I have nothing of great value but I 
would like each of my children to have some souvenir. They have all been good and 
given me much happiness. 


Evelyn died in June 1960 at Stepping Hill Hospital from cancer 


The children of Abraham William and Evelyn were 

Edna Taylor b 6 Bank Square, Southport, 5 February 1905. 

Alfred Jordan b 16 May 1907 — registered as Alfred de Jordan Crompton. 

Rhoda 7 May 1910 

Dorothy Evelyn 15 November 1915 

Free BMDS indicates that a story about Alfred having a twin brother who died before 
age one is wrong. 


Before his marriage Abraham William (Willie) went overseas to America. His 
granddaughter, Ann Bates has envelopes which confirm this. She writes: 

‘I have three envelopes sent to Grandma, the first has an English stamp but on the 
back there is the Cunard Steamship Company crest, the postmark says Queenstown 
Sep 2 1900. The next one is a torn piece of an envelope you can read Taylor and 
Square on it, they were living at 6 Bank Square at the time, the second post mark with 
an American stamp is posted Arlington Nov 3 1900. The third one is posted in New 
York Jan 15 1901.” 
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Grandpa was back in this country for the 1901 Census held 31st March/1st April. 
Willie’s daughter Edna confirmed in notes she dictated before she died: 

"He was sent to America to a book publishing firm. He wasn't there long. He hated 
the place. He couldn't understand the people, and the way he had been educated and 
what he'd been brought up to was nothing like what he received there. So he got ona 
cattle boat and got back to England." Popocateketl was a family joke she told her 
daughter. Given George W. Crompton’s business in the publishing trade this might 
have offered a link but nothing has been traced. 


Edna Taylor Crompton born 6 Bank Square, Southport, 5 February 1905, d 23 
September 1997, married Harry Ewart Ward 29 October 1934. Abraham William 
(Willie) listed as a journeyman watchmaker on Edna's birth certificate. Harry Ewart 
Ward, born 5 December 1900 at 5 Bank Place, Preston, is listed as an accountant at 
time of their marriage. He was the son of Joseph Henry Ward retired accountant, 
Preston, and Elizabeth Cecilia Swift born Clock House Farm, Ormskirk. 

Joseph's father, Robert, was a sculptor and mason. Elizabeth daughter of a farmer 
from Bickerstaffe, Lancashire, also named Robert. Harry's first marriage to Jessie 
Mae Thatcher had been dissolved. Edna was born in Bank Square, Southport, and 
worked as a fashion model at the Bon Marche, a department store in Liverpool. After 
their marriage they ran the Hesketh Arms, Churchtown, Southport. Harry died 4 
March 1943 at Wilmslow, Cheshire, of natural causes while serving with the Royal 
Air Force Volunteer Reserve. He is buried at St Cuthbert's North Meols. Edna 
migrated to New Zealand 1978; her ashes are in Karori Cemetery, Wellington; one 
daughter, Judith Cecilia, born 16 May 1936. 


Alfred Jordan Crompton born Kensington Rd, Southport, 16 May 1907, died 20 
February 1984 at Northwich, Cheshire. Married Brenda Wilson Manuel; served as a 
dispatch rider during World War 2. 


Rhoda Crompton born 14 Bath St, Southport, on 7 May 1910; died Wales 12 
January 1995. Her father is shown as a jeweller's assistant on her birth certificate. She 
worked at Pilkington's as a comptometer operator until her marriage on 27 July 1935 
to Harold Pharaoh, born 25 November 1907 at Ivy Dene Villas, Albert Rd, 
Grappenhall, son of John Pharaoh and Alice Hope. Harold was a Wireless Officer in 
the Merchant Navy 1924-1928; he spent 1929-1931 in the Royal Horse Artillery and 
in 1931 joined the St Helen's Police Force. He was called up at the start of World 
War 2 in September 1939 and was at Dunkirk. He was then commissioned into the 
Royal Corps of Signals. He served at Bletchley Park; GHCQ. In 1942 he went to 
Africa and later Italy with the 1“ Army — he was involved with monitoring German 
signals. After the war he returned to the police force. In 1949 he left and he and his 
Wife bought Robin Hood Farm, Norbury, Shropshire; two daughters: Ann Patricia 
born 20 May 1936 and Janet born 15 April 1940. 


Dorothy Evelyn Crompton, born 151 Windleshaw Rd, St Helens, 15 November 


1915. Married Ronald Arthur Elliott, born 4 June 1911, on the 14 December 1938. 
He was the son of Dr Arthur F Elliott DD, Phd., general manager of Tinling's Printing 
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works in Prescott (as was his father), and a Baptist Minister. His wife was Ellen 
Nixon and her family came from the Isle of Man. Dorothy worked for many years as 
secretary to Professor Peters head of the Dye Stuff division of the Manchester College 
of Science and Technology. The family then lived in Poynton, Cheshire. After her 
husband's death, at Bexhill-on Sea, Dorothy emigrated to Melbourne to be near her 
younger sons, three sons: David Crompton born St Helen's 19 August 1940; Roger 
Mark born 7August 1942; Paul Arthur born 16 May 1946 


Alfred Jordan Crompton 


Alfred Jordan, second son of Alfred Jordan 1, was born about 1882, and was known 
as Alfred de Jordan Crompton. He married Amy J Williams in the December quarter 
of 1915 in Gloucester. Their son John de Jordan Crompton was born 19 February 
1929 — a first son had died in childbirth. John was christened John Richard de Jordan 
Crompton and is believed to have been born in Bristol. He died 10 February 1996 
from cancer of the lung. 


John married Kathleen A Hart in 1953. There are three children: Helen born 18 
January 1955; Richard Philip de Jordan born 22 January 1958; Adrian John Leonard 
born 30 December 1989. 


Kathleen Crompton writes (2004) about the family: “I met John’s father a few times 
and he was a lovely person. Unfortunately he died before we were married of a heart 
attack whilst he was out shopping. John was christened John Richard de Jordan and 
was very proud of the name. Whilst I was expecting my first child I had a letter from 
Elsie Williams, who was one of Leonard’s daughters, and she asked me to consider, if 
I was so inclined, to name any boy after the family name of “de Jordan”, or one of the 
other names quoted in the family tree. 

“John and I were both delighted to do this, and so my first son was christened Richard 
Philip de Jordan, born 22 January 1958 — his son has also retained the name 
Alexander George de Jordan, born 4 January 1989. 

Kathleen and John Crompton’s second son has, of course, Leonard among his second 
names. 

Kathleen writes: John was a very hard-working man who loved the outdoors life. We 
have always lived in the country and he just loved animals and farming, though he 
spent a lot of years in the building trade. My family were from Westbury on Severn. I 
was born here and have lived here all my life. It was so nice that John also liked the 
areas.” 


Leonard Sherrington Crompton 

Leonard married Connie. He kept an off licence in the Manchester Road area of 
Southport. There were two daughters: Christine and Elsie. 

Elsie married Albert Williams and she kept in touch with John and Kathleen for many 
years. She died in 2003. There were no children. Christine (Chrissie) is in the Faviell 
will as Mrs Christine Knowles Roberts. 
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John Barlow Crompton 

Barlow, as he was known in the family, is the subject of another article. He was born 
19 December 1892 and died on the first day of the Battle of the Somme in World War 
1. The name Barlow has been handed down in the Crompton family, too. It was the 
surname of Alice Barlow who married Abel Crompton born 1712 died 1791. Alice 
died in 1786 and they were the parents of Abel Crompton born 1753 with which this 
immediate story began. Barlow’s name is on the grave of his grandparents’ at St 
Thomas a Becket’s, Chapel en le Frith. 


My thanks go to Alan Crompton, grandson of George Washington Crompton for all 
his help and to the descendants of Alfred Jordan Crompton who have provided me 
with information both personal and from their family files, to Rowena Clarke noting 
especially her help with the history of the family in Rochdale, and to Ann Pharaoh. 
jbradwell@paradise.net.nz Judy Bradwell, 21 Walter Road, Lowry Bay, Eastbourne 
Wellington, New Zealand — March 2008. 


SAD DEATH OF A SOUTHPORT HOTEL PROPRIETOR 
TAKING AN OVERDOSE OF LAUDANUM 


A painful sensation was caused in the town on Thursday by the news that Mr Alfred Jordan Crompton, 
joint lessee of the Queen’s Hotel, had died at 5.15 that morning under peculiarly sad circumstances. It 
appears that the deceased was in the habit of taking sleeping draughts, as he suffered from insomnia, 
and on Wednesday afternoon he swallowed an overdose of laudanum. Medical assistance was 
summoned, but despite all the efforts of two doctors, death supervened at the hour stated. The 
deceased leaves a widow and four children, with whom the greatest sympathy is felt in their sad 
bereavement. Mr Crompton was formerly engaged in the building trade, which he relinquished to 
rebuild the Scarisbrick Hotel in Lord-street. This hotel he transferred to a limited company, and took a 
large number of shares as the purchase money. Soon afterwards he became involved in financial 
difficulties that helped to undermine his health, which had already become impaired. After a short 
residence at Formby, he joined with a relative, formerly his manager in leasing the Queen’s Hotel, and 
he and his partner having a wide connection the hotel had greatly improved under their management. 
Liverpool Mercury 6 December 1895. 


THE INQUEST 


The coroner’s inquest was conducted at No 2 Court, Town Hall, yesterday, by Mr Samuel Brighouse. 
The foreman of the jury was Mr Ben Purser, and the Chief Constable Mr. S Kershaw, watched the case 
for the police. 

William Crompton Parker, the nephew of the deceased, who was first called, said the late Mr Crompton 
was a licensed victualler, though he did not at the time of his death hold a license and he lived at the 
Queen’s Hotel. He was 40 years of age at his last birthday. Between eleven and twelve o’clock on 
Wednesday morning he purchased some laudanum from the shop of Mr Cave in Nevill-street. In the 
afternoon, about half-past four or five o’clock he left the rooms downstairs and went up to his 
bedroom, where witness followed him and saw him, to all appearances, asleep. He then left him, and 
ten minutes afterwards he (witness) asked Mr Boycott , who was staying in the hotel, to go and sit with 
him, as he was unwell and had been crying. Mr Boycott came down, as it was useless staying upstairs, 
but a quarter of an hour later when he went up again he found the door locked, and came down to 
inform witness and Mrs Crompton. Mr Boycott then returned and burst the door open, and he himself 
following a few minutes later, found the deceased on the bed. Pointing to an empty bottle he said, “I 
have taken it.” 

They immediately telephoned for Dr Thornton and Dr Davies. Twenty minutes later Dr Thornton 
arrived, but the deceased had said nothing further in the meantime, though they had tried to get him to 
do so by every means possible. Dr Thornton stayed until three o’clock in the morning, and Mr 
Crompton died at quarter past five. The bottle which was found on the mantelpiece was empty. 
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Though the deceased had had a great deal of trouble, he had never said or done anything to make them 
believe that he would take away his life. As far as he knew, Mr Crompton had only taken laudanum 
once before, two years ago, and he had no knowledge, he believed, as to what was the proper dose to 
take to produce sleep. 


William Henry Boycott, who is staying at the hotel, and was an intimate friend of the deceased said he 
saw Mr Crompton a little time before he went upstairs and he then appeared all right. His head 
troubled him a great deal, and he slept badly, and witness had, indeed, often lent him books to read so 
as to pass the time away when he could not sleep. When he went upstairs to Mr Crompton, the latter 
said he wanted to go to sleep, and he covered him with a rug. Nothing had occurred before to lead 
them to suspect anything. When he went up the second time it was not because he was suspicious of 
anything; if so he would never have left him, but Mr Parker asked him to go up, and he wanted to turn 
on the lights and do several things. He became conscious during the night but said nothing. He had 
never known him to take laudanum before. 


The Coroner” It seems rather queer if there was a period of consciousness that he did not speak to you. 
Did you ask him the reason why he took it? — Witness: I did not. 


Edgar Timms, assistant to J R Cave chemist, Nevill-street, said a person bought some laudanum at the 
shop on Wednesday morning but he could not identify that person as the deceased. To all appearances 
the bottle produced was the one he put the poison in. Witness gave him an ounce and a half of 
laudanum and when he asked him what it was for was told that he had been suffering from neuralgia, 
and he wanted it for outward application. He also said he had previously had relief by putting a little 
with hot milk and using it as fomentation inside the mouth. At the time he cautioned him not to use too 
much, and to be careful not to swallow any. He had never supplied him with laudanum before. 


Dr Thornton said he knew the deceased, and was called to the Queen’s Hotel about quarter-past five on 
Wednesday, and found him in the bedroom suffering from narcotic poisoning. He stayed with him until 
half-past two the next morning, during which time he had sole charge of him. He was never conscious 
during that time, and they could get no statement from him, though once he tried to say something. He 
ascertained that he had taken laudanum by using the stomach pump. Two drams of the poison was a 
fatal dose; there were 12 in the bottle. A man, however, could accustom himself to take a good deal — a 
wine-glassful- as not to feel the effects of it. Taken at dusk would be easy to mistake the amount of the 
dose in the condition in which Mr Crompton was, certainly. 

In answer to the Chief Constable, the witness said the deceased was in the habit of locking the door, so 
that when he got to sleep he might not be disturbed. 


In answer to the juror — He was suffering from heart disease which, it was his opinion, was the cause of 
death. Deceased came round after taking the laudanum, if he had been in health he would have 
recovered, and he might have died at any time without taking it. 


The Coroner, in leaving the matter in the hands of the jury said, seeing that two drams was a fatal dose, 
and the deceased had taken eight or ten he thought they would be straining the evidence to say death 
was due to natural causes. If they decided that death was due to an overdose of laudanum, he pointed 
out that there was no evidence before them to show that he had ever threatened to take away his life, 
and the only suspicious circumstances were firstly that he told the chemist that he wanted it for outward 
application, or for inward application in the mouth, and in the face of that he had taken eight drama; 
and the second was the door was locked, but he though, after hearing what Dr Thornton had said, too 
much importance need not be attached to that. 


Dr Thornton was then re-called and said he had been under the impression that the deceased had taken 
the laudanum before to induce sleep. 


The Jury returned a verdict of death from misadventure, the cause being an over-dose of laudanum, 
taken with the intention of producing sleep, and they expressed their deep sympathy with the widow 


and family of the deceased. 


Alfred Jordan Crompton was born 23 June 1855; died 5 December 1895. His funeral was on 7 
December 1895 and the verdict of misadventure was handed down 11 December 1895. 
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More was to follow:- 
SOUTHPORT BENCH AND LICENSING LAWS- Liverpool Mercury 24 March 1896 


At Southport Police Court yesterday before the Mayor (Mr G Eastwood) Ald. Fisher, Cllrs. Austerfield, 
Hatch & Threlfall, the application by William L. Whittaker secretary of the newly-formed Queen’s 
Hotel Company, for temporary permission to sell, pending a transfer of the Queen’s Hotel Company 
from William Crompton Parker was heard for the third successive Monday. 

Mr F.A. Jones said the bench had desired some information about the formation of the company. He 
called Mr W.E. Mawdesley, solicitor to the company, who produced the certificate of incorporation, 
article of association and document of title. 

Mr T.H. Crane, chartered accountant, agent for the owner of the hotel, said the company were now 
tenants. Mr J.G. Ripley, chartered accountant gave evidence as the character of Mr Whittaker and the 
licence was granted. 


LIVERPOOL BANKRUPTCY COURT -Thursday 7 May 1896 


Re Elizabeth Crompton: The debtor is the widow of Alfred Jordan Crompton who died in December 
1896 and who was the manager of the Queen’s Hotel, Southport. The liabilities are returned at 453 
pounds, and the assets at 678 pounds, showing a surplus of 225 pounds. From the examination by the 
official receiver it appeared that the bankrupt’s husband had become a bankrupt in the Liverpool Court, 
and that in September 1895 he made an arrangement with his nephew William Crompton Parker by 
which the latter was to purchase the tenant’s interest in the Queen’s Hotel. To pay the deposit on the 
purchase a loan was obtained and at the request of her husband the present bankrupt signed promissory 
notes in respect of that loan. The hotel was carried on from September 1895 to February 1896 in the 
name of Crompton & Parker. 


Mr Crompton having died in December, the bankrupt became manageress, and in February the hotel ws 
sold to a limited company when the sums of 420 pounds in debenture bonds and 637 pounds in 
ordinary shares were registered in the name of Mrs Crompton. 


Mr Parker became bankrupt in March last, and thereupon the official receiver claimed from Mrs 
Crompton the debenture bonds and shares, which were handed over the official receivers belief at the 
time being that those shares were really the property of the bankrupt Parker. 


Mrs Crompton had subsequently stated that the shares were given to her absolutely and that she had 
handed them over through misapprehension. The official recorder had therefore given to Mr Crane of 
Southport, the trustee of the present bankruptcy. The public examination was adjourned to the 1 
instant. Liverpool Mercury etc Friday, 8 May 1896. 
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